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Every time you flip a switch, slip
bread into the toaster, or power-up a fan
or heater, you’re making a purchase of
electrical energy. Just how much electricity
you buy over any given billing period is
accurately measured by that glass-domed
“whirligig” attached to every home and
business in Alameda, the electric meter.

Since its birth in 1881, the electric
meter has undergone a great number of
technical revisions. One hundred and ten
years later, modern electric meters have
been designed to give our customers a pre-
cise, dependable record of their electrical
usage over an uncanny 40-year life
expectancy. It wasn’t always that way, how-
ever.

Counting Light Bulbs
First, there were candles and oil lamps,

then residential gas lighting. In 1895, the
marriage of electric power and the incan-
descent light bulb revolutionized the com-
fort and safety of homes and businesses
throughout Alameda.

During the late 1800s, electric utilities
rarely supplied their customers with meters;
they were just too expensive. Those who
wanted the accuracy of a meter would have See Electric Meter on page 3

See Kilowatt-Hour on page 3

to pay a month’s wages for the luxury. At
that time, the most common and cost-
effective alternative was a flat monthly rate
based upon the number of light bulbs in
use. Records from the year 1896 indicate
that, of Alameda’s 125 electrical consumers,
only 11 had meters. The rest paid 60 to 80
cents per month for every 60-candlepower
lamp (roughly the equivalent of a modern
20-watt bulb) that burned in their home.

By the turn of the century, Alameda
Power & Telecom began providing
customers with electric meters. By 1917,
the “per bulb” rate schedule was just a
memory. Everyone had a meter. For the
next 20 years, the variety and technical
complexity of electric meters mushroomed,

Reading Your Meter–
Made Easy!

On the face of most electric meters are
four to five numbered dials, with each dial

moving in an alternate direction. The num-
bers on these dials, when read as a unit
(not added together) show your on-going
electrical usage measured in kilowatt-
hours. If you subtract the prior meter read
(let’s say 10627) from your current meter
read (10889), you will find that you have
consumed 262 kilowatt-hours of electrical
energy. But what if the pointer is between

numbers? The correct number to use in
your reading is always the last number the
pointer has passed. 

Taking the Mystery
Out of Your 
Electric 
Meter

See if you can read this meter –
it’s easy!  See below.

So What Is a Kilowatt-
Hour Anyway?

When you visit your butcher to pick up
some chicken for the weekend barbecue, your
poultry purchase will be priced in a system of
pounds and ounces. When you power-up your
hair dryer in the morning, your purchase of
electric energy will be priced in “kilowatt-

This meter reads 31456.



2

You Can Help Ensure a Better
Tomorrow through the

Clean Future Fund
CLEAN FUTURE FUND

Sign Up Form
(Please do not include this form with your bill.)

To participate in the Clean Future Fund, please complete and mail this form direct to:

CLEAN FUTURE FUND
Alameda Power & Telecom

Customer Service Department
P.O. Box H

Alameda, CA 94501

Yes! I am interested in helping to create a cleaner future. I agree to pay 1¢
(one cent) per kilowatt-hour above my present kilowatt-hour rate; in return, Alameda
Power & Telecom will use these funds to invest in new renewable power resources,
upgrades, or retrofits.

I understand that enrollment in this program is voluntary. Participation does not
change my existing Alameda Power & Telecom service, and these charges will be added
to the monthly electric bill until such time as I notify Alameda Power & Telecom that
I no longer wish to participate. Enrollments, changes, and deletions will be effective the
next billing period.

Please print clearly:

Name (as shown on your electric bill) Customer account number

Service address Daytime telephone

Signature

Thank you for making a difference!

You can help create a
cleaner future. Alameda Power
& Telecom’s Clean Future Fund
gives you an even greater voice
in the way we will make future
investments in electric generation
sources.

Over 80% of the power you
use is generated using renewable
resources. Unlike green power
programs offered by other
utilities and power marketers,
Alameda Power & Telecom
customers do not pay more on
their electric bills to get this
renewable power.

While Alameda Power &
Telecom now provides clean
electricity, we want to offer our
customers more choice for
future green power products,
more ways to make a difference
in how we invest in the future.
The Clean Future Fund offers
you the chance to participate
voluntarily in new green power
programs.

For an additional penny per
kilowatt-hour, or about $3.75 a
month for the typical household,
customers can invest in the
Clean Future Fund. Fully 100% of
the contributions will go to fund
new, not existing, resources.

To enroll in the Fund, simply
complete the application and
return it directly to Alameda
Power & Telecom.Then, watch
the Flash for progress reports!
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CLIP and KEEP!
Important Alameda Power & Telecom
contact numbers:
Electricity Services ....................748-3900
Cable Services ............................748-3930
General Information ..................748-3901
After Hours/Emergency............748-3902
“Watt Line” ................................814-5678
TDD (hearing impaired) ..........522-7538
E-mail ......................info@alamedapt.com
Internet ....................www.alamedapt.com

The FLASH is published as a service to the customer/owners of
Alameda Power & Telecom. Readers are invited to submit ideas,

suggestions, or questions by writing to the Editor at
Alameda Power & Telecom

P.O. Box H, Alameda, CA  94501-0263.

PUBLIC UTILITIES BOARD
Karin Lucas, President

Ann McCormick, Vice President
Sebastian Baldassarre, Commissioner

Lance Russum, Commissioner
Jim Flint, Commissioner and City Manager

Junona Jonas, General Manager

The FLASH
Matt McCabe, Editor

Electric Meter from page 1

Want to be more comfortable this
summer? Here are some lower-cost options
for keeping the summer heat out of
your home.

Add Window Fans
Window fans can intensify any breeze

or create a breeze when the air is still.
They also are comparatively inexpensive,
averaging in price from $60 to $90.

• Use reversible-type window fans so you
can either pull air into your home or
push air out, depending on which way
the wind blows.

• Position fans in different windows to
see which arrangement gives the best
cooling effect.

• Heat accumulates in your home during
the day, so use windows fans at night to
flush out the hot air. 

Add a Ceiling Fan
Ceiling fans don’t actually cool a

room, but they do make you feel cooler by

circulating air. To save energy, turn
off the fan when you leave the room.
Ceiling fans range in price from

approximately $40 to $200.
• Fans work best when the blades are

7 to 9 feet above the floor and 10 to 12
inches below the ceiling.

• Small- and medium-sized fans will
provide efficient cooling in a 4- to 6-
foot diameter area, while larger fans
are effective up to 10 feet. Multiple fans
work best in rooms longer than 18 feet.

• Look for ENERGY
STAR® qualified
ceiling fans for
the greatest energy
savings.

Plant a Tree
Plant trees around the house that

will provide cool summer shade. For
maximum energy conservation, plant
evergreens on the north side of your home
as a windbreak, and add deciduous trees
that lose leaves in winter on the south.

Visit our website to find out more
information about cooling and
ventilating your home efficiently, at
www.alamedapt.com.

Tips to Help You
Beat the Heat

until the 1940s, when a standard meter
configuration was established. To this day,
with few variations, this standard can be
found measuring electrical use from
Alameda to Annapolis.

hours.” Technically, one kilowatt-hour is
equal to the electrical consumption of
1,000 watts over a period of 1 hour.

Probably the easiest way to define a
kilowatt-hour is to use an example to
which we can all relate. You wake up late
for work. You’re into the shower and out
the front door in record time – but wait,
you forgot to turn off your bathroom light.
Now, let’s say that your bathroom fixture
takes a single 100-watt light bulb. That
bulb consumes 100 watts of electricity
per hour. If you left that bulb burning for
10 continuous hours (100 watts consumed
per hour times 10 hours equals 1,000
watt-hours), that single light bulb would
have consumed a single “kilowatt-hour”
of electricity.

Kilowatt-Hour from page 1

Be sure to save the weekend of Saturday, August 2, and Sunday, August 3, for
the annual Park Street Art & Wine Faire!

The event will feature hundreds of ar tist booths, and two stages will provide
vir tually continuous music from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Food, winery and brewery
booths will help for tify visitors as they stroll along Park Street. There also will be

activities for the kids and fun for the entire family.
Look for us at the corner of Park Street and Central Avenue, as

Alameda Power & Telecom    will have free gifts and lots of informa-
tion on your municipal    power and telecommunications services.

Sponsored by the Park Street
Business Association and held across
Alameda’s historic Park Street Business
District, this will be the 19th annual Fair.
It’s largest event of its type in the City,
last year having attracted an estimated
80,000 people.

For more information, call the
Park Street Business Association

on 523-1392.

Save the Dates!



To ensure proper bank coding of your automatic payment request
YOU MUST ATTACH A BANK CHECK

marked VOID and which shows your complete account number

IMPORTANT ... PLEASE NOTE!

AUTOMATIC BILL PAYMENT APPLICATION and AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT

Customer Information

Your name as shown on your electric bill: ____________________________________________________________________________

Your service address:______________________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime telephone:___________________        Customer Number:                           

Banking Information

Name of your bank, savings and loan, or credit union: __________________________________________________________________

Branch location: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Type of account from which you wish funds transferred:       Checking Account ❑ Savings Account ❑ Credit Union ❑

Account number from which you wish funds transferred: ________________________________________________________________

Your name (please print) as shown on financial institution records: ________________________________________________________

Your signature as shown on financial institution records:______________________________________  Date: ______________________

Bank Authorization

I authorize Alameda Power & Telecom to begin deductions from my account with the financial institution named below for payment of

my electric bill. This authorization will remain in effect until revoked by me in writing. I understand that I have the right to stop automatic

payment of my electric bill upon 30 days written notice to Alameda Power & Telecom and/or my designated financial institution prior to

the time my account is charged. I understand that Alameda Power & Telecom and/or the financial institution indicated reserve the right to

end this payment plan and my participation therein.

I authorize (name of financial institution) _____________________________________________________to pay and charge my account

the amount of any Automatic Payment Service drawn on my account and payable to Alameda Power & Telecom.

Your signature:_________________________________________________________________  Today’s date: ______________________

Sign up for the Alameda Power & Telecom Payment
Service and your bank, savings and loan, or credit

union will pay your electric bill each month automati-
cally. And here’s the best part–this convenient service is
absolutely free to all customers!

Just complete this form and your financial institu-
tion will deduct the amount of your electric bill from
any account you choose. We’ll  handle everything and send you a
confirmation of the transaction.

The amount of your monthly electric bill will be
deducted from your account 15 to 25 days after your
statement has been mailed, giving you plenty of time to
review your statement before it’s paid. The exact date of
automatic deduction will be shown on your bill.

After completing this agreement please return it, to: 
Alameda Power & Telecom

P.O. Box H, Alameda CA 94501.
Call 748-3900 during regular business hours for more information.

Automatic Bill Payment - Simply a Better Way to Pay!
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